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FINANCIAL INCENTIVES FOR IMPLEMENTING ENERGY EFFICIENCIES

OR INSTALLING RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS

FEDERAL USDA GRANT PROGRAMS

	Program
	Eligible projects
	Who is eligible
	Amount
	For more information

	USDA Rural Energy For America Program Grants/Renewable Energy Systems/Energy Efficiency Improvement Program (REAP/RES/EEI)


	Rural projects that reduce energy use and result in savings for the agricultural producer or small business are eligible as energy efficiency projects. These include projects such as retrofitting lighting or insulation, or purchasing or replacing equipment with more efficiency units. Eligible renewable energy projects include projects that produce energy from wind, solar, biomass, geothermal, hydro power and hydrogen-based sources.
	Farmers, ranchers and rural small businesses that are able to demonstrate financial need. All agricultural producers, including farmers and ranchers, who gain 50% or more of their gross income from the agricultural operations are eligible. Small businesses that are located in a rural area can also apply. Rural electric cooperatives may also be eligible to apply.
	Up to $500,000 for renewable energy systems and $250,000 for energy efficiency improvements. 

Grant requests as low as $2,500 for renewable energy systems and $1,500 for energy efficiency improvements will be considered.  

Can be up to 25% of total eligible project costs.
	http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/9006grant.htm
WI Rural Development Office:

Brenda Heinen, USDA Rural Development

4949 Kirschling Court

Stevens Point, WI 54481

(715) 345-7615, Ext. 139 

Brenda.Heinen@wi.usda.gov



	
Rural Energy For America Program Feasibility Grants
	Provides funds to agricultural producers and rural small businesses to conduct a feasibility study for a renewable energy system.
	Agricultural producers who gain 50% or more of their gross income from agricultural operations are eligible. Small businesses that are located in a rural area can also apply. 
	Up to $50,000 

Can be up to 25% of total eligible project costs
	http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/REAPFEAS.htm
WI Rural Development Office:

Brenda Heinen, USDA Rural Development

4949 Kirschling Court

Stevens Point, WI 54481
(715) 345-7615, Ext. 139 

Brenda.Heinen@wi.usda.gov



FEDERAL LOAN GUARANTEE PROGRAMS
	Program
	Eligible projects
	Who is eligible
	Amount
	For more information

	Rural Energy for America Program Guaranteed Loan Program (REAP LOAN)


	1) Post-application purchase and installation of equipment, 2)Post-application construction or improvements, 3) Energy audits or assessments, 4) Permit or license fees, 5) Professional service fees, 6) Feasibility studies and technical reports, 7) Business plans, 8) Retrofitting, 9) Construction of a new energy efficient facility only when the facility is used for the same purpose, is approximately the same size, and based on the energy audit will provide more energy savings than improving an existing facility, 10) Working capital, 11) Land acquisition.


	Must be an agricultural producer or rural small business. Agricultural producers must gain 50% or more of their gross income from their agricultural operations. 

Most lenders are eligible, including national and state-chartered banks, Farm Credit System banks and savings and loan associations. Other lenders may be eligible if approved by USDA.
	Loans up to 75% of the project’s cost, maximum of $25 million, minimum of $5,000

Fees and Interest Rates:

· Lender’s customary interest rate, fixed or variable, negotiated by lender and business

· Lender’s customary fees, negotiated by lender and business 

· One-time guarantee fee equal to 1% of guaranteed amount

· Annual renewal fee
	http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/9006loan.htm
WI Rural Development Office:

Brenda Heinen, USDA Rural Development

4949 Kirschling Court

Stevens Point, WI 54481

(715) 345-7615, Ext. 139 

Brenda.Heinen@wi.usda.gov



	US Department of Energy Loan Guarantee Program
	For the installing biomass, hydrogen, solar, wind and hydropower systems or implementing  

advanced fossil energy coal, carbon sequestration practices and technologies, as well as industry energy efficiency projects, use of alternative fuel vehicles, and installing pollution control equipment.


	The purpose of this loan guarantee program is to encourage early commercial use in the US of new or significantly improved technologies in energy projects. DOE's loan guarantee program is not intended for technologies in research and development. To read more about eligible products, see the “Final Guidelines” released by the DOE on their website. 
	Commitments to guarantee loans will not exceed a face value of $2 billion. 
DOE’s first solicitation expresses a preference that DOE not guarantee more than 80 percent of the total face value of any single debt 
instrument.  Under no circumstance does DOE intend to guarantee 100 percent of the loan.  

	http://www.lgprogram.energy.gov/features.html
Loan Guarantee Program Office
U.S. Department of Energy CF 1.3
1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington D.C. 20585

Phone: 202-586-8336
Fax: 202-586-7366
Email: lgprogram@hq.doe.gov


STATEWIDE FOCUS ON ENERGY GRANT & OTHER INCENTIVE PROGRAMS

	Program
	Eligible projects
	Who is eligible
	Amount
	For more information

	Focus on Energy (Focus) Renewable Energy Feasibility Study Grant
	Assistance with assessing the feasibility of installation/use of any type of commercially available renewable energy system, including: solar electric systems, solar water heating systems, customer-owned wind energy systems, biogas digesters or non-residential biomass combustion systems that generate electricity and/or thermal energy, and other renewable energy technologies, as deemed appropriate by FOE.

	Wisconsin businesses, organizations, institutions, units of government and residents who have a proposed renewable energy system that will displace electricity or natural gas and the applicant purchases electricity or natural gas from a participating FOE provider.
	Maximum grant of $10,000.

Will cover up to 50 percent of the costs of feasibility study activities.
	http://www.focusonenergy.com/Incentives/Business/renewable_incentives.aspx
800.762.7077 ext. 2

renewableapplications@focusonenergy.com



	Focus on Energy (Focus) Farm Anaerobic Digester Implementation Grant
	Provides financial support for the installation of a commercially available anaerobic digester system at eligible Wisconsin farms to produce any of the following forms of energy:  electricity, thermal energy and biogas.
	Wisconsin businesses, organizations, institutions, units of government and residents who have a proposed renewable energy system that will displace electricity or natural gas and the applicant purchases electricity or natural gas from a participating FOE provider.
	A maximum grant of $250,000.

Grants cannot exceed 25 percent of the cost of the digester system.  The actual grant award is based on an estimate of the quantity of electricity and/or utilized heat and/or biogas the anaerobic digester system will produce in one year.
A feasibility study is required for all anaerobic digester projects.
	Joe Schultz 

Focus on Eenrgy at:

800.762.7077 ext. 2 or 608.354.0189

joe.schultz@gdsassociates.com




	Program
	Eligible projects
	Who is eligible
	Amount
	For more information

	Focus on Energy (Focus)

Industrial / Municipal Anaerobic Digester Grant
	Provides financial support for the installation of a commercially available anaerobic digester system at eligible Wisconsin industries and municipal wastewater treatment plants to produce any of the following forms of energy:  electricity, thermal energy and biogas. 
	Wisconsin businesses, organizations, institutions, units of government and residents who have a proposed renewable energy system that will displace electricity or natural gas and the applicant purchases electricity or natural gas from a participating FOE provider.
	Maximum grant of $250,000.

Cannot exceed 25 percent of the cost of the digester system.  The actual grant award is based on an estimate of the quantity of electricity, utilized heat and biogas the anaerobic digester system will produce in one year, minus any parasitic energy. 

Limited to systems that cost $2 million dollars or less
	Joe Cantwell

Focus on Energy at:

800.762.7077 ext. 2 or 262.786.8221

cantwellj@saic.com



	Focus on Energy (Focus) Biomass Combustion Implementation Grant  – For systems that will offset more than 5,000 therms per year


	Provides financial support for the installation of a commercially available biomass combustion system that produces any of the following forms of energy:  process heat, space heating, cooling and electricity.  
	Wisconsin businesses, organizations, institutions, units of government and residents who have a proposed renewable energy system that will displace electricity or natural gas and the applicant purchases electricity or natural gas from a participating FOE provider.
	Maximum grant of $250,000 

These grants cannot exceed 25 percent of the cost of the combustion system.  The actual grant award is based on an estimate of the quantity of utilized heat the biomass combustion system will produce in one year. 


	Terry Stebor

Focus on Energy at:

800.762.7077 ext. 2 or 920.406.3206

terry.stebor@aecom.com

or

John Katers

Focus on Energy at:

800.762.7077 ext. 2 or 920.406.3217

john.katers@aecom.com




	Program
	Eligible projects
	Who is eligible
	Amount
	For more information

	Focus on Energy (Focus) 

Biomass System Incentive Program for Businesses – For systems that will offset 5,000 therms or less per year
	Provides financial incentives for the installation of a commercially available biomass combustion system that produces any of the following forms of energy:  process heat, space heating, cooling and electricity.
	Wisconsin businesses, organizations, institutions, units of government and residents who have a proposed renewable energy system that will displace electricity or natural gas and the applicant purchases electricity or natural gas from a participating FOE provider.
	The appropriate incentive is multiplied by your system’s annual estimate of thermal energy displaced to determine your cash incentive.  Maximum cash incentive varies from $3,000 – 10,000 depending on therms/yr displaced. 
	http://www.focusonenergy.com/Incentives/Business/renewable_incentives.aspx
1.800.762.7077 ext. 2

renewableapplications@focusonenergy.com



	Focus on Energy (Focus) 

Solar Water Heating System Incentive Program
	Provides financial incentives for the installation or repair of solar water heating systems.
	Wisconsin businesses, organizations, institutions, units of government and residents who have a proposed renewable energy system that will displace electricity or natural gas and the applicant purchases electricity or natural gas from a participating FOE provider.
	The appropriate incentive is multiplied by your system’s annual estimate of thermal energy displaced to determine your cash incentive.
 Incentives range from $2,500 – 50,000 depending on the amount of energy displaced.

The incentive for repairs on existing solar water heating systems is 50% of the repair costs, up to a maximum cash incentive of $1,500.  

	http://www.focusonenergy.com/Incentives/Business/renewable_incentives.aspx
1.800.762.7077 ext. 2

renewableapplications@focusonenergy.com



	Focus On Energy  (Focus) 

Solar Electric (Photovoltaic) System Incentive Program
	Provides financial incentives for the installation or repair of solar electric systems.
	Wisconsin businesses, organizations, institutions, units of government and residents who have a proposed renewable energy system that will displace electricity or natural gas and the applicant purchases electricity or natural gas from a participating FOE provider.
	The appropriate incentive is multiplied by your systems annual estimated electricity production (in kilowatt hours).

Maximum cash incentive is $50,000.
	http://www.focusonenergy.com/Incentives/Business/renewable_incentives.aspx
1.800.762.7077 ext. 2

renewableapplications@focusonenergy.com




	Program
	Eligible projects
	Who is eligible
	Amount
	For more information

	Focus On Energy Wind (Focus) Electric System Incentive Program
	Provides financial incentives for the installation or repair of wind electric systems.
	Wisconsin businesses, organizations, institutions, units of government and residents who have a proposed renewable energy system that will displace electricity or natural gas and the applicant purchases electricity or natural gas from a participating FOE provider.
	The appropriate incentive is multiplied 

by your system’s annual estimated electricity production (in kilowatt hours).   

Maximum cash incentive for a system that produces >20 kW is $35,000.  

Maximum cash incentive for a system that produces 20 – 100 kW is $100,000.
	http://www.focusonenergy.com/Incentives/Business/renewable_incentives.aspx
888.476.9534 / 608.441.3840

renewableapplications@focusonenergy.com



	Focus On Energy (Focus)

Unlisted Small Wind Turbine Incentive Program
	Provides financial support for the installation of wind electric systems between 1 kW and not more than 100 kW in size.
	Wisconsin businesses, organizations, institutions, units of government and residents who have a proposed renewable energy system that will displace electricity or natural gas and the applicant purchases electricity or natural gas from a participating FOE provider.
	Maximum grant of $100,000
	http://www.focusonenergy.com/Incentives/Business/renewable_incentives.aspx
888.476.9534 / 608.441.3840

renewableapplications@focusonenergy.com




	Program
	Eligible projects
	Who is eligible
	Amount
	For more information

	Focus on Energy (Focus) Ag and Rural Business Dairy and Livestock Incentives
	Examples of measures that could receive incentives – Milk Pre-cooler, Heat Recovery Tank, Variable Speed Controller for Vacuum Pump, Scroll Compressor Replacement, Natural Gas In-Floor Radiant Heating, Milk Pasteurization System, Variable Speed Milk Pump, Low-energy Livestock Waterers, Exhaust Fan, Circulation Fan, High Volume Low Speed Fan, Water Heaters for Dairy Farm Milk Houses and Lighting. Visit www.focusonenergy.com/Incentives/for equipment specifics and terms and conditions.
	Customers of a participating electric provider are eligible for electric technology incentives only. Customers of natural gas providers are eligible for gas savings technology incentives only. Customers who have both a participating electric provider and a participating natural gas provider could qualify for all incentives. To determine eligibility, visit the Focus on Energy Web site at focusonenergy.com/utilities. 
Amount

For more information


	Cash incentives are limited to $350,000 per project and $750,000 per customer in a calendar year for all Focus on Energy incentives (prescriptive and custom).


	Agriculture prescriptive forms are available online at www.focusonenergy.com/Incentives/, or by calling Focus on Energy at 800.762.7077.



***Focus on Energy grants and incentives valid through June 30, 2010.  Programs may change annually.  Go to www.focusonenergy.com/ for the most up to date information regarding grants, incentives and rebates.  You can also read more about this years tax incentives for increasing energy efficiency or adopting renewable energy measures: http://www.focusonenergy.com/Incentives/tax.aspx
OTHER STATE INCENTIVE PROGRAMS AND FINANCIAL RESOURCES
· Your local power company may offer additional incentives and rebates. See the Database on State Incentives for Renewables and Efficiency for more info:   http://www.dsireusa.org/incentives/index.cfm?CurrentPageID=1&State=WI&RE=1&EE=1
· The WI Department of Natural Resources Green Tier Program provides incentives to businesses to move beyond environmental compliance, and restore natural resources. This program is designed to help environmentally responsible companies achieve environmental and economic gains.  Contact Mark McDermid at 608-267-3125 or mark.mcdermid@wisconsin.gov for more information. http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/cea/environmental/
· For more general information about financial assistance to grow your value-added business, see the “Got Moo-La?” document assembled by the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection (DATCP), Division of Agri-Business.  The most current version of this document can be viewed at http://www.datcp.state.wi.us under the Marketing Agriculture tab or you can Google “Got Moo-La?” and click on the link.
ENERGY AUDITS AND SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENTS 

	ORGANIZATION
	SERVICES OFFERED
	FOR MORE INFORMATION

	Center for Sustainable Innovation


	Independent assessments of corporate sustainability performance using the Social Footprint method (measuring impact on society as well as the environment). Areas of analysis include global warming and climate change, UN Millennium Development goals, and many other internal and/or external areas of impact. Written reports for transparent disclosure to stakeholders are provided as well.
	http://www.sustainableinnovation.org
Mark W. McElroy, Ph.D.
Board Chair, CSI

mmcelroy@vermontel.net
P.O. Box 309

Thetford Center, VT  05075

Tel: 802.785.2293



	Dairy Management, Inc. and the Innovation Center for US Dairy
	A forum for sharing information about best practices in measuring impact with a focus on the carbon footprint of dairy, reducing environmental impact, and adopting new practices and technologies. 

	http://www.usdairy.com/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.innovatewithdairy.com/


	Energy Star:  Guidelines for Energy Management
	Information about the steps U.S. businesses should take today to prepare for the energy challenges of the future.  Learn more about developing an Energy Management Plan to set performance goals, create and implement action plans, assess performance and progress, and recognize your organization’s achievements, and access a broad range of tools and resources to help you implement a successful energy management strategy.


	http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=business.bus_index


	Focus on Energy
	Provides assistance with energy audits for your business.
	http://www.focusonenergy.com/Business/Industrial-Business/self_audit.aspx


	Sustainable Biotech


	Assistance with planning, designing and reporting projects related to reducing carbon footprint/greenhouse gas emissions.  Also offer a variety of other green engineering services.
	http://www.sustainablebiotech.org/ 

David Strom
dstrom@SustainableBiotech.com 
(c) 262.210.3702


ENERGY AUDITS AND SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENTS, continued
	ORGANIZATION
	SERVICES OFFERED
	FOR MORE INFORMATION

	USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service


	Use this free, online energy calculator to see where to save energy and money in your agribusiness operations. Receive a personalized assessment of your energy usage and take the guess work out when upgrading or buying new equipment. 

Energy Conservation Tools

Anyone can use these energy conservation tools but the information is targeted to best serve the following areas:

· Dairy

· Grain Drying 
· Greenhouse 

· Irrigation 
· Lighting 

· Livestock 
· Potato Storage 

· Ventilation 

· Water Fountain 

· Maple Syrup
Renewable Tools available

· Biogas 
· Biomass 

· Solar Electric (PV) 

· Solar Thermal 

· Wind

	Visit www.ruralenergy.wisc.edu to access energy efficiency resources and download your personalized energy savings report detailing the best places to save you money.


	US Department of Energy:  Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy


	Provides information about buying Green Power to offset your company’s carbon footprint.
	http://apps3.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/buying/buying_power.shtml?state=WI


ENERGY AUDITS AND SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENTS, continued
	ORGANIZATION

	SERVICES OFFERED
	FOR MORE INFORMATION

	US Department of Energy: Save Energy Now
	Provides energy assessments for plants who have a high level of annual energy use and significant potential for implementing energy efficiency improvements.


	http://www1.eere.energy.gov/industry/saveenergynow/assessments.html

	Wisconsin Energy Conservation Corporation


	On-site energy audits and verification studies, new technology demonstrations, feasibility studies to pinpoint the effectiveness of new processes/technologies, operator education and training, and educational tools including case studies, best practices manuals and energy saving tips.


	http://www.weccusa.org/
608.249.9322 (Local)
800.969.9322 (Toll Free)

	WI Sustainable Business Council


	Tools to help you calculate the carbon footprint of your business. 
	http://www.bus.wisc.edu/sustainability/council/climatechange/
The Center for Business, Environment & Social Responsibility:  

UW Madison School of Business
(608) 263-5717




RENEWABLE ENERGY

	ORGANIZATION
	SERVICES OFFERED
	FOR MORE INFORMATION

	Great Lakes Bioenergy Research Center


	Provide resources and information about the technology involved in converting cellulosic biomass to ethanol and other advanced biofuels. 


	http://www.greatlakesbioenergy.org/


	Focus on Energy
	Offer professional site assessments for the installation of solar hot water, solar electric, and wind electric systems.   A small fee is charged for site assessments. 


	http://www.focusonenergy.com/Incentives/Business/renewable_incentives.aspx


	
	Also provide a directory of local Wisconsin suppliers, installers, contractors, and consultants who can assist you with your renewable energy needs.


	http://www.focusonenergy.com/Renewable/Full-Service/

	The Midwest Renewable Energy Association
	Promotes renewable energy, energy efficiency, and sustainable living through education and demonstration. Offer workshops, off-site training, conferences and info fair providing information about all forms of renewable energy.


	http://www.the-mrea.org/
715-592-6595



	Midwest Rural Energy Council (MERC)


	Find in-depth research and information about biogas, anaerobic digesters and wind electric systems.
	http://www.mrec.org/index.htm
mrec@uwex.edu


	Office of Energy Independence


	A resource for any business in the State of Wisconsin interested in  pursuing bio development, energy efficiency, or energy independence.
	http://energyindependence.wi.gov   

(608) 261-6609

oei@wisconsin.gov 



	RENEW Wisconsin
	Assistance with planning small wind, small solar electric and biogas renewable energy systems.


	http://www.renewwisconsin.org/
(608) 255-4044


RENEWABLE ENERGY, continued
	ORGANIZATION
	SERVICES OFFERED
	FOR MORE INFORMATION

	Wisconsin Bioenergy Initiative
	Bioenergy news and events, research highlights, links and tools to learn more about bioenergy and other renewable energy sources, and updates on policy and energy industry trends.


	http://www.wbi.wisc.edu/
wbi@wbi.wisc.edu
608.890.2489



	The Wisconsin Geothermal Association
	Advocate for the usage of geothermal heating and cooling systems in Wisconsin. The WGA is a source of information for anyone interested in utilizing a geothermal system for a home, business, or school. 


	http://www.wisgeo.org/
608-238-8276 x152 


info@wisgeo.org


GREEN BUILDING & ENERGY EFFICIENT BUILDING
	ORGANIZATION
	SERVICES OFFERED
	FOR MORE INFORMATION

	Energy Center of Wisconsin: Energy Center University
	Education and Training on Sustainable Practices: Powered by the Energy Center of Wisconsin, Energy Center University offers live event and online continuing education programs to more than 4,000 commercial, industrial and residential building professionals every year.  Learn the latest strategies to design, build and maintain high performance energy efficient buildings. 


	http://www.ecw.org/university/index.php

	Energy STAR
	Offers information about energy efficiency in green building, and how to define and measure energy efficiency to ensure that your buildings deliver results.


	http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=green_buildings.green_buildings_index


	Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)


	Offers a variety of general information about green building and green engineering.


	http://www.epa.gov/oppt/greenengineering/pubs/whats_ge.html

	US Green Building Council
	Offer education and training on sustainable building design and construction, detailed information about the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System, and a Member Directory of product manufacturers, suppliers, etc in the state of Wisconsin and throughout the nation.


	http://www.usgbc.org/


	Wisconsin Green Building Alliance
	The local affiliate (Milwaukee, WI) of the US Green Building Council provides resources, information, and local educational opportunities about sustainable building and using resources more efficiently to create healthier and more energy-efficient structures.


	http://www.wgba.org/

414.224.9422

info@wgba.org



WASTEWATER AND SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

	ORGANIZATION
	SERVICES OFFERED
	FOR MORE INFORMATION

	UW-Madison Department of Food Science


	Research and information about sustainability in food processing emphasizing water, energy, waste, and byproduct utilization. Address technical issues related to risk assessment of sustainability induced food systems change. 
	http://foodsci.wisc.edu/research/sustainability.php
(608) 262-3046
milani@wisc.edu


	WasteCap Resource Solutions, Inc
	Waste assessments for businesses with written reports of recommendations, technical and educational assistance. 
	http://www.wastecapwi.org/ 

Call or email WasteCap at (414) 961-1100 or email wastecap@wastecapwi.org. 


	Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources:  Bureau of Cooperative Environmental Assistance (CEA)
	Offers specific information about best management practices for food processing byproducts.  Also have experts available who can help businesses develop innovative, flexible programs that exceed current standards for preventing pollution and minimizing waste.

	http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/cea/assistance/foodprocessing/


DISTRIBUTION, MARKETING & PACKAGING

	ORGANIZATION
	SERVICES OFFERED
	FOR MORE INFORMATION

	Food Marketing Institute


	Consumer/market research, information about sustainable packaging, “green” communication, and industry education with a focus on marketing and distribution.


	http://www.fmi.org/sustainability/
202.452.8444


	Environmental Protection Agency:  Smart Transport Program
	Provides a list of current partners who you could potentially hire for your shipping and distribution needs, and also give incentives for purchasing SmartWay certified vehicles This program can help your business save money, reduce fuel consumption and become recognized for your social responsibility and leadership. 
	http://www.epa.gov/smartway/transport/index.htm

	U.S. Small Business Administration 
	Read information about greening your products, eco-labeling, green market research and green  marketing regulations.
	http://www.business.gov/expand/green-business/green-marketing/

	Sustainable Packaging Coalition

	Offers a broad range of resources and information about sustainable packaging technology. *Membership is required for access to some information and services.


	http://www.sustainablepackaging.org/
434.817.1424 ext. 319




*This list is not exhaustive and will remain a work in progress. Please note that the DBIC cannot be held liable for the contents of the referenced websites nor the inclusion and/or omission of websites in this list.
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